
 Status of FAA Performance Targets 

TGT: Noise Exposure (FAA) 
This Year to Date (Last Value) 

Description 
TGT: Reduce the number of people exposed to significant noise by 1% per year through FY 2008, as measured 
by a three-year moving average, from the three-year average for calendar year 2000-2002. The measure is the 
percentage of the FY 2000-02 baseline exposed to significant noise. The FY 2004 target is a 1 percent reduction 
from the baseline. 

Period Table 
Actual Target (Line) Index Range 

10/2003 100.00% 100.00% Green 
11/2003 100.00% 100.00% Green 
12/2003 100.00% 100.00% Green 
01/2004 100.00% 100.00% Green 
02/2004 100.00% 100.00% Green 
03/2004 100.00% 100.00% Green 
04/2004 100.00% 100.00% Green 
05/2004 100.00% 100.00% Green 
06/2004 100.00% 100.00% Green 
07/2004 -- 99.00% Unknown 
08/2004 -- 99.00% Unknown 
09/2004 -- 99.00% Unknown 

Commentary (Q3/2004) 
FAA has replaced the actual number of people exposed to significant noise with the percent decrease in the 
number of people exposed, measured from the three-year average for calendar year 2000-2002. Moving to the 
3-year average stabilizes noise trends, which are affected by unusual events such as the 9/11 attacks and the 
subsequent economic downturn. The 2000-2002 base time period is the same 3-year period used for the 
emissions goal. The change also synchronizes the Government Performance Review Act (GPRA) goal with the 
FAA Flight Plan goal. 

The move from actual numbers to percent helps avoid confusion over US noise exposure trends caused by 
annual improvements to the noise exposure model. Until now, the scope of the measure included scheduled 
commercial jet transport airplane traffic at major US airports. With access to better operational data sources, the 
scope of the calculation has expanded to include unscheduled freight, general aviation, and military traffic. Last 
year's estimate based on the previous data was 289,000 people. The newer result increased by 189,000 people 
due to the inclusion of the other aviation traffic from that year. Recalculation of previous year's exposure using the 
expanded data still shows a continued downward trend in people exposed to aircraft noise. 

The use of 3-year average cushions against fluctuation in aircraft fleet mix and operations due to uncertainties 
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in the economic recovery of the industry. For example using a single year such as 2002 or 2003 as the basis for 
the target essentially establishes the still dire economic state of most domestic airlines as the norm. The 3-year 
average provides some flexibility by accounting for the expected economic recovery while also keeping the noise 
problem below the pre September 11 level. 

On May 3, we produced revised numbers for 2003 that show a 14% decrease from 2000-2002 average. Based 
upon an agreement reached in meeting with B-10 on February 18, we revised the noise goal page of the DOT 
Performance Plan to introduce and explain the new measure. OST concurred with the new measure on May 11 
with the caveat that we keep tracking the number of people through FY2005. 

Due to the volume of data and labor required to update the Model for Assessing Global Exposure form Noise of 
Transport Airplanes (MAGENTA model), the next update will be in the July performance plan reports. The latest 
status report indicates that the July run will show further reduction in number of people. 
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